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REPORT CONTINUATION NARRATIVE URN 001-12326-0661-011 
During the indicated date and time Deputy Westfall г А Sgt Wyman р essignes to 


[Santa Clarita Valley Sheriff's Station assisted agents from the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 


Firearms during a service of a federal search warrant at the location. During the service of the search 


arrant, the suspect began firing at Sheriff's Deputies and ATF Agents. 


During the shooting, Deputy Kuredjian responded to the call for assistance. Upon Deputy Kuredjian's 


arrival at the location, he was struck by a single bullet in the head. 


[Deputy Kuredjian was treated at the scene by Los Angeles County Fire Paramedic Squad #124, 


Paramedics 5. Robinson and О. Conan — 


| 


Deputy Kuredjian was transported by American Medical Response Ambulance #882, personnel 
M.Crawford and М. Valenzuela to Henry Mayo Memorial Hospital. Deputy Kuredjian arrived at Henry 


Mayo Hospital at 0900 hours and was treated by Dr. Hovanessian for his injuries. 


Deputy Kuredjian was pronounced dead at 0925 hours. 


а ны | 


Detectives Кемп Lowe and Dan McElderry assigned to Sheriff's Homicide arrived at the hospital at 1015 


|hours. 


Deputy Coroner Branson arrived at the Henry Mayo Memorial Hospital, Coroner's case ##2001-06346, 


A Major Incident log was Completed. The Incident Commander of this incident is Lt. Steve Dolan 


assigned to Santa Clarita Sheriff's Station. 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: SEPTEMBER 4, 2001 FILE NO.: 001-12326-0661-011 
С: MURDER 187 РС, DEPUTY/OFFICER ACTION:WITNESS STATEMENTS/ 
INVOLVED SHOOTING AUTOPSY RESULTS 


У:  KUREDJIAN, HAGOP “JAKE” ММ//06-05-01 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF 
(DECEASED) 


D: , FRIDAY, 08-31-01, AT APPROXIMATELY 
0830 HOURS 


ШШ коокз скае 


STEVENSON RANCH, CALIFORNIA 91381 


Е 


5: BECK, JAMES ALLEN MW/35 
DECEASED 


DEPUTIES INVOLVED 


1. KUREDJIAN, HAGOP О АКА “JAKE” MWA ИК DECEASED) SCV STATION 
FIRED FOUR ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED ITHICA, MOD-37 12 GA. SHOTGUN 


2. WALKER, ERIC A. M/W IEEE (UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED FOUR ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED ITHICA MOD-37 12 GA. SHOTGUN 


3. DRAKE, THOMAS A. ММ ШШШ (UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED TWO ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


4. DENKINGER, BELA J. ММ/ ШШШ (UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED 22 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


SEPTEMBER 04, 2001 -2- 001-12326-0661-011 


5. SCOTT, MICHAEL MWAH UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED 20 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


6. GIANDOMENCIO, THOMAS А. М! ШШШ UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED THREE ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED AR-15 .223 CALIBER 


7. SCHLEGAL, RICHARD М. ММ ВВК UN МЈОКЕО) -SEB- 
FIRED 3 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED MOD.37 ITHICA 12 GA. SHOTGUN 


8. WHITE, LEO ММ ст.) AM UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED 9 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


9. WYMAN, DONALD ММ ст) ЖЕШ UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED 46 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


10. WATERMAN, WAYNE МУ! НИК UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED 10 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


11. ARNOLD, ANTHONY J. MWAHA (UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED 31 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


12. BOMBEN, JOHN $. М! ШШШ (UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED APPROXIMATELY 100 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED AR-15 .223 CAL. 
AND 36 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


13. WAGNER, ROBERT J. ММ (UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED 10 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


14. WOOD, MARK МУ ШШШ UNN URED) SCV STATION 
FIRED 31 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA ISSUED 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


15. WESTFALL, LANCE МУ И (UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED 31 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


16. LASKO, ERIC М! ШШШ UNINJURED) -SEB- 
FIRED 7 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED ITHICA MOD. 37, 12 GA. SHOTGUN 
19 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED BERETTA 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


17. NATHAN, DANIEL MWA (UNINJURED)-SEB- 
FIRED 5 ROUNDS .30 CALIBER FROM DEPARTMENT ISSUED COLT M-4 
SEMI-AUTO RIFLE aN 
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18. WEBER, TODD МИ ШШШ (UNINJURED) SCV STATION 
FIRED 16 ROUNDS FROM DEPARTMENT ISSUED H&K .45 CALIBER SEMI-AUTO 


19. GALLEGOS, CLARENCE МУ (UNINJURED)-SEB- 
FIRED 4 ROUNDS DEPARTMENT ISSUED AR-15 .223 CALIBER 


20. CORRIGAN, JIM MWA ШШШ UNINJURED)-SEB- 


FIRED 7 CANISTERS OF 555 TEAR GAS FROM DEPARTMENT ISSUED ITHICA MOD-37 
SHOTGUN 


BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, AND FIREARMS 


л.  oKeN wrist) 
FIRED 3 ROUNDS FROM SIG SAUER MOD. P-226 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


22. ___ ООО 


FIRED 7 ROUNDS FROM H&K, MP-5 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


===) 
FIRED 2 ROUNDS FROM SIG SAUER MOD. Р-228 9MM SEMI-AUTO АМО 
20 ROUNDS FROM .223 CAL. AR-15 


24, __ ТОЈ 


FIRED 11+ ROUNDS FROM SIG SAUER МОР. Р-226 9MM АМО 9 RIFLED SLUGS 
FROM 12 GAUGE SHOTGUN 


-n _____ ТЕКУ 
FIRED 47 +ROUNDS FROM МР-5 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


26. ШИНИ кс 
FIRED 13 ROUNDS FROM SIG SAUER MOD. Р- 226 9MM SEMI-AUTO 


и УМЕ) 


FIRED 30-40 ROUNDS FROM .223 CALIBER AR-15 SEMI-AUTO AND 15 ROUNDS 
FROM SIG SAUER MOD. P-228 SEMI-AUTO 


49) 
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On 08-31-01 at approximately 0855 hours investigators were dispatched to the intersection of 
Hemingway Avenue and Stevenson Ranch Road in Santa Clarita Valley Re: Deputy Involved Shooting, 
Officer Down. That location was designated as the Incident Command Center. Upon arrival investigators 
were briefed by Lieutenant Peavy, Sheriffs Homicide. We were advised that DEPUTY HAGOP O 
КОКЕРЛАМ AKA “JAKE” assigned to the Santa Clarita Sheriff's Station, had been shot and seriously 
injured when he responded to а"999", “request for assistance officer down” сай. 


The incident began when agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms the U.S. 
Marshal's Office and two assisting deputies from Santa Clarita Station attempted to serve a search warrant 
at п Stevenson Ranch. The agents along with the two assisting deputies (who were 
there for uniform appearance only) were met with gunfire after being refused entry by the suspect. It was 
initially thought an ATF Agent had been shot during the original barrage of gunfire. A “999" “request for 
assistance, agent down са!" was broadcast. A prolonged gun battle ensued between the suspect, ATF 
Agents, and assisting deputies. Deputy Kuredjian was one of the first deputies to respond to the assistance 
request. He was shot by the suspect shortly after his arrival at the scene. 


After being removed from the line of fire, Deputy Kuredjian had been transported to Henry Mayo 
Hospital in extremely critical condition. Deputies Dan Mcelderry and Кемп Lowe from Sheriff's Homicide 
were dispatched to the hospital to monitor his condition and act as liaison with Department Executives and 
the command center. 


Several Investigators from Homicide Bureau were assigned to assist in interviewing witnesses and 
involved police personnel and the follow up investigation. Sergeant Richard Longshore and Deputy Karen 
Shonka and members of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Crime Lab were assigned to collect evidence, 
photograph, and document ће actual crime scene. Sergeant Gib Anderson, Mitch Loman, Donna Cheeks, 
Dan Smith, Brian Steinwand, Robert Kenney, Marty Rodriquez, Diane Harris and Barry Hall were assigned 
to assist in the interviews of officers/agents and witness's to the incident. All assisting investigators will 
prepare reports detailing their actions and observations. All interviews were recorded. The reports and 
recordings will be made a permanent part of this file. 


Deputy District Attorneys Kimberly Riddle and Steven Ipsen, of the District Attorneys, Officer Involved 
Shooting Roll Out Team, responded along with Deputy District Attorney Darren Levine of ‘САРО’ to 
conduct their investigation and assist in the investigation. 


We were advised that the suspect's (James Beck) а. Here presently at the 
command center awaiting interviews with Homicide investigators. 


On 08-31-01 at approximately 1150 hours Sergeant Gallatin and Detective Tomlin along with Deputy 
District Attorneys Steve Ірѕеп and Darren Levine interviewed IFO/28, the ive. ИИ ог 


suspect James Beck, at the Command Post Center. She said she has known Beck for approximately 2 
years and has been living with him for approximately one year at GE OAU She met him 
ata restaurant she used to work atin Studio City. She believed him to be an attorney although she wondered 


(amr 
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about it sometimes because he was home alot. Не told her he did most of his work а home on the computer 
but she rarely saw him use it. He said his office was in Los Angeles. She did not know where because he 
had never taken her there but he promised he would someday. He told her she would also meet his partner 
someday. 


Beck never displayed a large amount of cash around her and always used credit cards aia 
he always supported her, paying for her insurance and personal needs. He kept her tips from her waitress 
job because he told her he was going to invest it for her. She said she was unaware if he ever received any 
UPS or that type of deliveries. She was also unaware if he had a post office box. She said Beck handled 
everything for them. 


She said they were to Е Та coming year. She said they never took trips together. He had 
taken two trips since they had been together, once allegedly to New York to search foi someone. She thought 
ithad something to do with his job as an attorney or his former job as a policeman. She thinks he may have 
gone to New York on another occasion but does not remember why he went. She returned from Japan 5-6 
days ago and has gone to Hawaii alone on one occasion since they met. While she was in Japan she said 
she called him 4-5 times on his cell phone and every thing seemed alright. 


She has never known him to have any weapons/guns of any kind in their house. She knew he used 
to be a police officer but that was before she met him. She said he liked police officers and that was one of 
the reasons they moved to Stevenson Ranch, a lot of police and firemen lived in the area. She said she has 
never known him to have a temper and she said, “he always treats me like a baby”. She was unaware of any 
mental/emotional problems with Beck. 


he would never discuss it with her. said his} died before they met. 


He told hat he was a ann Т Е ұ ying but 


According „ој век was always happy and enjoyed “cleaning house and tending to his garden”. 
She said Зеск had very few friends/aquaintenances, except for о: о: the street. па 


nfd). She had never met any of his friends except for the neighbors. She did add tha rom 
icame over a couple of times. 


She was visibly upset during the interview and could not understand why Beck was shooting and did 
not know where the guns that he was using came from. She repeated that she had never seen any weapons 
in their house. 


She said she and Beck were in bed, in the upstairs master bedroom, this morning when their police 
dog began barking and Beck went downstairs to check. He returned very quickly and seemed to be upset 
about something. He may have said something about the police being there, but she’s not sure. He told her 
to get up and to dress and get out of the house right away. She thinks she heard voices from outside the 
house but could not understand anything being said. Beck possibly yelled at someone that she was getting 
dressed but she said she was very upset and is not sure. She asked him why he was doing this(making her 
leave) and he told her to get dressed and to get out immediately. He told her to be safe and that he loved 
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her and that he probably would never see her again. He also told her to tell his nat he loved her and 
to take care of their dog. 


While she was dressing she heard him call ата tell her that he loved her and to take care 
or À 


said she was frightened and could not understand why this was happening and she kept 
asking him why and what was happening but he did not tell her anything but to get out. She said he pulled 
her to the laundry room that leads to the garage and told her to get her money out of the safe in the garage. 
He again told her that he loved her. He pushed her into the garage and then opened the garage door with 
the automatic door opener. He then locked the door back into the house. She said he did not have any 
weapons in his possession at that time. She again that said she had never seen any guns in/at the house. 
She said from the time he told her to get out of the house until the time she was in the garage approximately 
two minutes had elapsed. She also said there were no phone calls to their residence that morning before 
he told her to get out because the phone always wakes her up. 


As the garage door opened she saw uniformed police officers with their guns pointed at her. They 
were telling her to keep low and to come to their location with her hands in the air. She said they started 
asking her if Beck had any weapons/guns in the house and she said “по” because she had never seen any. 
She could hear some police officers yelling at Beck to open the door. The police officers then went to the 
front door and began kicking it. She next heard a gunshot but does not know who shot first. When 
asked how many shots she heard she replied, “a lot, a lot”. She said bullets were hitting all around 
and she could tell they were coming from upstairs inside the house. She said it had to be Beck 
shooting because there was no one else in the house, except for ‘heir dog. 


She said that she was moved from car to car by police officers during the shooting because they were 
trying to protect her. She was again questioned by the police about Beck and then was taken to the 
command center where crisis negotiators had also talked to her about Beck. She said before leaving for 
the command center she saw an officer who was obviously hurt in the back seat of a police car being taken 
somewhere. 


She could add nothing further and the interview was terminated. 


On 08-31-01 Sergeant Gallatin and Detective Tomlin interviewed] е IIIB 


suspect James Beck, at the command center. м, а с been detained by officers as she drove through 
road blocks as she was allegedly trying to get to ћег И осаноп while the shooting was still going on. 


She told m пеш she was at home this morning between 0800-0830 hours and had received 


а phone call from her| James Beck who lives in Stevenson Ranch. She said he lives there with his 
==" а house Ms паа purchased for him. 


&® 
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She said ће told her that ATF had “thrown another search warrant оп him”. He told her he had opened 
the door and р ИАА and then the ATF had started shooting at him. He told her that ATF was 
going to kill him. Ms said she could hear gunshots in the background. She was asked if her 

was also shooting and she said “yes”. She said she begged him to give up and пе told that they 
would not let him give up. He told her he had tried to open the door once. He then told her, “even if | open it 
again with my hands up they will kill me”. He told her he was not going back to prison. мо НИ еп 
freely stated, “He wants you guys to kill him, he will not kill himself’. She was asked, “do you mean 
suicide by cop”? and she replied “yes”. She said he told her that he loved her and then hung up. She 
called him right back and he said he probably would never see her again and asked her to take саге ой 
and the dog. He told her he had put the dog in one of the upstairs bedrooms and then asked her to call an 
attorney. She said he hung up again. She called him back again and begged him to give up but he refused 
and said they would not let him. м їй she could still hear the gunfire. 


She immediately left her home in Я began driving to Stevensons Ranch. She was 
stopped as she was driving through the roadblocks in an attempt to reach her son. 


м3 Т very irate at the ATF. She said approximately one year ago they had served another 
search warranton her| ther home с said that ATF had “broken into her home” while 
her iiias living with her while she was recuperating from a foot operation. Investigators asked her if the 
ATF had a search warrant at that time and she said they did. She said that ATF was also searching for guns 
that time but they did not recover/find any at her residence. She said Һег ха» arrested but released 
shortly afterward. Тчеге were never any court proceedings to her knowledge. She said she had filed a civil 
complaint against the ATF for their actions and she believes some agents had lost their jobs because of it. 


She said approximately two or three months ago James had told her that ATF was watching him 
again. She said she did not know why they were watching him because she thought all his problems with 


them were over. WS _ ая that he ad told her that he had no guns in the house because he would 
never go back to prison. 


She said пега о been а policeman with Arcadia Police Department for approximately two 
years, She said he had gotten into some trouble and had served three years in state prison. She said she 
could not recall why he went to prison. She said he had gone back to prison on another occasion but it was 
because of something his| had done. She says his how disowns him. Нег г been out of 
prison for approximately five years. 


When investigators asked МЕ =: kind of work ће suspect was involved in now she replied, 
“| support him”. She said she had bought the house and his new truck for him. She said he received some 
kind of arm injury, while working in the photo lab in state prison, which prevents him from working now. She 
said he occasionally trains police dogs in the Chatsworth area. She was very surprised when investigators 
told her that he had told a he was an attorney. She said that һег Жас no known mental 
history and was in fact probably smart enough to be an attornev. She added that лег еа to have а 
terrible temper, because of his ON she thought that was under control. 


fa EX 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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VE ZS advised that because of her hostile temper/attitude, when she was stopped, was the 
reason the crisis negotiators had not talked to her yet. She said she now understood and that she had 
calmed down when she saw that the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department was there. 


08-31-01 Investigators Gallatin and Tomlin interviewed DEPUTY ERIC WALKER uw 
А CLARITA STATION. Walker stated he was working 628 days and was опа traffic stop 
at San Fernando Road and Magic Mountain Parkway when he observed a radio car accelerating past him. 
Walker said his radio was on low volume and he felt something serious was up. He turned his radio up and 
heard there had been shots fired on Brooks Circle and that an ATF Agent was down. 


Walker then said he was familiar with a watch briefing regarding a Mr Beck living | 
Г о was allegedly impersonating а Ц. $. Marshall and was possibly heavily armed. There were 
possibly other weapon violations there also. Walker said it was basically an officer safety briefing. 


Walker said on 08-30-01 in the afternoon he had driven by the suspects residence in his personal 
vehicle, on personal business. He saw an individual matching the suspects description standing behind an 
SUV (possibly unloading) parked in the garage И "ког called Santa Clarita Station 
desk and advised them of his observations and the briefing and told them he was unsure if there was a 


warrant for the suspect. He then went on with his business and does not know if the station followed up on 
his phone call. 


Walker said he responded to the corner of Byron Way and Brooks Circle which is just west of the 
suspects residence. He parked his radio car at that location and as he was exiting he heard gunfire. Just 
prior to arriving at the location he heard over the radio that a deputy was down and they were trying 10 co- 
ordinate a rescue/evacuation of the injured deputy. 


Walker saw two ATF Agents pinned down behind a blue Mustang which was parked on the south side 
of Brooks Circle just ahead of his vehicle. He does not believe they were firing their weapons. He could hear 
bullets going over his head. Walker could see other deputies in the street in front of and to the east of the 
suspects residence. He then saw the deputy down in the street approximately four houses east of his 
location. He does not recall seeing muzzle flashes or actually seeing the suspect inside in his residence but 
knows shots were definitely being fired from inside the location as he could hear the bullets flying by.. He 
asked 60 Sam, over the air, if they were going to lay down cover/suppression fire as the rescue was being 
attempted and was told, they were, by 60 Sam. 


Walker said he ran to the Mustang where the ATF Agents were positioned and fired two rounds from 
his department issued Ithica shotgun at the upstairs portion of the suspect residence. He then ran across 
the street to a white mini-van and fired two more rounds from the shotgun. Walker said he felt his life was in 
danger and neither the Mustang nor the mini-van provided adequate cover so he retreated to his radio car 
and reloaded his shotgun. He said the downed deputy had been removed from the street by that time. He 
estimated approximately one minute had elapsed since his arrival. 


ат) 
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Walker said sporadic gunfire continued after the deputy was removed and ће knows ће heard more 
than 100 rounds fired, from both the inside and outside the suspects residence during the incident. He feels 
the shots from the suspect were coming from the upstairs portion of the location. He also said it sounded 
to him that the suspect changed weapons during the incident. This was due to the different sounds he heard 
coming from the residence and some of the shots sounded like a very large caliber weapon. 


Walker recalls hearing over his hand held radio that telephone contact had been made with the 
suspect and the suspect was agitated because the sheriff's helicopter was overhead. The suspect said he 
had a LAWS ROCKET and was going to fire at the helicopter. Shortly afterward Walker recalls hearing shots 
from the suspects location and assumes they were directed at the helicopter. 


Walker said he was at Byron Way for at least 30 minutes before SEB arrived and shots were heard 
after their arrival. Walker stayed at the location until approximately 1130 hours. 


On 08-31-01 Sergeant Gallatin and Detective Tomlin interviewed DEPUTY THOMAS DRAKE 
му! ШШШ... was assigned to SCV Station unit 65 days. Не said he responded to the location Re: 
a request for assistance officer down call. He said his response time was approximately one and half 
minutes. En route to the location he stopped ata fire station and advised over his PA system that an officer 
had been shot and requested paramedics to follow him. He said he was one of the first assisting units to 
arrive and parked his radio car approximately four houses east of the suspects residence. He saw other 
deputies and ATF personnel seeking cover behind vehicles that were parked in front of the suspect 
residence and they were “engaged in a gun battle”. 


Upon his arrival he did not see the suspect nor did he see any muzzle flashes but he could hear shots 
coming from the suspects residence and the officers returning fire. He heard someone on the radio say that 
the residents on the north side of the street had to be evacuated. He crossed the street and crawled over 
a block wall on the north side of the street approximately two houses east of the suspects. He began 
contacting the residents and helped evacuate approximately five people. 


Drake returned to НИ Which is across the street from the suspects residence and 
from his vantage point, alongside the garage, he could see the barrel of a rifle/long rifle protruding from an 
upstairs window in the suspects residence. The weapon was pointed down at the deputies in the street. He 
could also see a Deputy Sheriff, wearing a helmet, lying in the street in a large pool of blood. The deputy was 
possibly behind a radio car approximately one house east of the suspects residence and there were 4-5 
other deputies around him. Drake said he heard a large “boom” possible large caliber .308, and then 
another shot that he thought was directed at the downed deputy and assisting deputies. Drake said there 


were four windows in the upper level of the suspects location and the suspect was firing from the two 
windows on the west front side. 


Drake said he heard someone say over the hand held radio that they need suppression fire to safely 
remove the downed deputy and heard deputies yelling “cover fire, cover fire’. Drake fired two rounds from 
his 9mm BERETTA at the windows from where he had seen the barrel protruding. He said he was still under 
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the impression that an ATF Agent was also down. Не said this was the most afraid he had ever been in his 
17 years on the department. He could hear bullets “flying” around him and could see sparks from the 
suspects bullets hitting the street. He said the suspect never exposed himself and was їп а position where 
he could see them (deputies) but they could not see him. Drake said he never heard the suspect say 
anything. He said the only thing that the suspect did was,"commit offensive actions by shooting at us”. 


Drake said he heard officers yelling/ordering the suspect to stop firing on several different occasions. 
Drake said he retreated to the rear ИИ ме in his opinion it was to dangerous to 
remain in front. He felt the entire street was a “kill zone”. Drake said after the downed deputy was removed 
from the street deputies and agents started moving away from in front of the suspects location. Drake said 
from his vantage point to the east rear corner a. never saw any more shots from 
the suspects upstair windows. He felt the suspect may be moving around inside the house because he had 


fewer targets in front of his residence. He heard deputies at the rear of the suspects residence say they were 
being shot at. 


Drake said approximately 25 minutes after arriving са ОИ "< was joined by two SEB 
officers. He and the SEB deputies entered the location and went to an upstairs bedroom that allows a clear 
view of the front of the suspects residence. He heard one of the SEB deputies say that he had a visual on 
the suspect and that he was armed. The SEB deputy advised that he was going to fire at the suspect and 
then fired three rounds from his AR-15. They remained in the bedroom for approximately one hour before 
he was relieved by additional SEB officers. During that one hour time he never heard anymore shots after 
the SEB officer fired. Drake said he heard at least 150 shots fired during the time he was on Brooks Circle. 


He said that he was aware of the officer safety briefing at the station that a governmental agency had 
put out. The briefing stated that the suspect possibly had weapons and was impersonating a police officer. 
He did not know the suspects name nor did he recognize the address during the incident. 


On 08-31-01 at approximately 1533 hours Sergeant Gallatin and Detective Tomlin interviewed 
Deputy Bela J. Denkinger т неми to SCV Station. He said he was working 62T2 days 
and was on a traffic stop at Newhall Ranch Road and Bouquet Canyon Road when he heard a “10-33" over 
the radio. He heard Sergeant Wymans say there were shots being fired at aaa · in 
Stevensons Ranch. Denkenger said he responded Code-3. As he was turning onto s/b McBean Parkway 
from Newhall Ranch Road he heard Sergeant Wymans say over the radio that an officer was down. 
Denkenger said his total response time was approximately four minutes. When he arrived at the corner of 
Poe Parkway and Brooks Circle he observed a male (possible para-medic) waving for him to stop. 
Denkenger stopped his radio car and the male told him that shots were being fired. He then heard three loud 
large caliber shots being fired from west of his location. Denkenger said he relocated his vehicle onto Poe 
Parkway and exited. 


Denkenger said he had no recollection of how he did it but he next recalls being behind a white 
Chevrolet truck, seeking cover, 3-4 houses east of the suspects location. He saw other deputies 
approximately 30 feet west of him “hunkered down” behind a vehicle (possible radio car). Denkenger was 
still under the belief that an agent had been shot and lives were being threatened. He said shots were going 
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off all around but he was not sure if they were directed at him. He saw two deputies in an open garage to his 
left, He asked them where the suspect was and was advised there were two SUV'S parked in a driveway 
and it was either that house or the house “above” of it. 


Denkenger said approximately one minute after arriving at the white truck he noticed Deputy 
Kuredjian and Deputy Wagner approximately 30 feet in front of him (closer to suspect residence) 
behind either a radio car or a private vehicle. They were crouched down and then DEPUTY 
KUREDUIAN took approximately three steps forward, never fully standing up. It appeared as if he 
was moving towards another vehicle which was parked approximately ten feet closer to the 
suspects residence. Denkenger heard a “loud boom” and saw КУКЕО.ЛАМ go down. Denkenger 
immediately got on his radio and broadcast “officer down”. Denkenger said it was apparent Jake 
was hit because he just went down. 


Denkenger said that just before Jake was shot he thinks he heard someone say over the radio about 
some kind of rescue for an ATF Agent. He also heard something about laying down suppression fire but is 
unsure who was speaking. After Jake was shot someone yelled out over the radio that we had to get Jake 
out of there. Denkenger said he saw a radio car with two deputies arriving at the corner of Poe and Brooks 
Circle. He signaled and yelled for the car to come forward. Deputy Bailey and Sergeant White drove the car 
forward and with the assistance of other deputies and an ATF officer Jake was placed in the radio car. 


Prior to the deputies moving Jake to the radio car Denkenger heard someone say over the radio, “lay down 
cover fire’. Denkenger added that after Jake went down it seemed like the suspect “opened up and began 
peppering us with rounds”. He recalls seeing paint chips/dust coming off the tops of radio cars and heard 
bullets “whistling by him”. Denkenger then began firing his 9mm at the house where the SUV'S were parked 
thinking it was the right house. He said there was still some confusion about which house was the suspects. 
He knew it was either that house or the house next to it was where the shots were coming from. He fired 
approximately 10 rounds and then ducked back down for cover. He heard more shots being fired and 
believed the suspect was still shooting. Не stood up again and began firing at the same house until his clip 
went empty. He reloaded and resumed firing, laying down cover fire as he ran to an open garage 
approximately 20 feet away. While laying down cover fire he saw a “puff of smoke” from an upstairs window 
in the house next to the one he was shooting at. He then realized that was where the suspect was and began 
shooting at that location. He said he felt he may have fired 15 rounds into the wrong house and 10 into the 
suspects residence. 


Denkenger said there were two deputies and one or two ATF agents in the garage with him. One of 
the agents was talking with the suspect on a cell phone. The suspect wanted to talk to ап адег аш... 
was at another location, Brooks Circle and Zachary Way. Denkenger said he acted as а liaison between 
the command center and the agent who was talking with the suspect. He said the suspect was basically 
saying that he was not coming out. The suspect was only firing sporadically at that time. SEB arrived and 
Denkenger briefed them on the situation and he was relieved. He heard two more shots after SEB arrived 
and believed them to be from the suspect. зу 

О гу 
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He could add nothing тоге. 


On 08-31-01 Sergeant Gallatin and Detective Tomlin interviewed DEPUTY MICHAEL BAILEY 
E STATION. Bailey was asked about the officer safety briefing at ће station regarding the 
suspect. He said that he was aware of it because they (ATF) considered the suspect dangerous. 


Bailey said he was in the station preparing for an undercover assignment when he heard over the 
radio that 60S was requesting three units assistance on Brooks Circle. Bailey said as soon as he heard 
Brooks Circle he believed it was going to be a serious situation because of the briefing. He said he ran to 
his radio car and put his vest and raid jacket on and followed another unit to the location. En route he heard 
over the radio that an ATF Agent had been shot. 


He arrived at the corner of Poe Parkway and Brooks Circle and parked at the south curb of Brooks 
Circle. He saw other deputies on Brooks Circle approximately 7-10 houses west of his location. Shortly after 
arriving he heard a couple of gunshots which did not sound like a 9mm to him. He said the shots “sounded 
more crisper” possibly like a rifle. 


He began running west bound on the south side of Brooks Circle towards the suspects location. He 
saw Deputy W2ber waving at him, motioning for him to go back. He then heard over the radio that a deputy 
had been shot and that they needed a radio car to get him out. Bailey ran back to his radio car and saw 
Sergeant White and told him to get in. Bailey added at this point that he used to teach how to effect a tactical 
rescue and knew there had to be at least two deputies to accomplish the rescue. He told Sergeant White 
that when they arrived at the down deputies location to get another deputy to assist in the rescue. Bailey said 
he could see the downed deputy and started driving towards him but another vehicle was partially blocking 
his path. He said he parked as close as he could to Jake and was also trying to determine the suspects 
location. He saw Deputy Lasko to his left and Lasko pointed out the suspects residence and said he was 
upstairs. Bailey said he saw there were four windows in the upstairs portion of the suspects residence that 
was facing them. Bailey said he could tell it was going to be dange. ous to get Jake out because the suspect 
could see them. Bailey said either he or someone else said they had to lay down cover fire to get Jake out. 
Bailey said he fired two rounds at the middle window of the three windows on the east/front of the suspects 
location and “then all hell broke loose”. He said he fired his 9mm at that window because it was broken and 
he saw movement behind it. He was unsure if it was the wind or the suspect. He said several different types 


of weapons were being fired and he could hear bullets going by. He said he felt that he was in the suspects 
“kill zone”. 


Sergeant White and Deputy Weber were dragging Jake back to the radio car and Bailey again 
began firing at the suspects location, with his 9mm, providing cover fire. He said White and Weber could not 
get Jake in the car by themselves so he opened the drivers side rear door, exposing himself more plainly 
to the suspect. He said he believed he was going to get shot and recalled thinking,"why the hell do ме do 
this”. He said he was scared “beyond belief’ and thought to himself "this is it”, as he heard the rounds going 
by. He knew they had to get Jake out quickly so he reached through the car and took hold of Jake’s pants 
leg and pulled him into the rear seat. He also recalled that sometime during the rescue he reloaded. Bailey 
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said as soon as Jake was in the car he backed down the street to the corner of Poe and Brooks Circle to 
the Para-medics. Sergeant White rode in the ambulance to the hospital with Jake. Bailey said he believed 
the rescue took approximately two minutes but it seemed like forever. He also recalls hearing over the radio 
that the suspect had a LAWS rocket but does not recall if that was before, after, or during the rescue. 


Bailey said after the ambulance left he paired up with Deputy Godinez and they acquired an AR-15 
from an ATF agent and worked themselves up to high ground at hich is north of the 
suspects residence. He said they remained there until the house burned down. 


On 08-31-01 at approximately 2135 hours Sergeant Gallatin and Sergeant Larry Griggs of Internal 
Affairs Bureau interviewed Deputy Jeff Moore, SEB, assigned to the Grey Team 5" man. He said he was 
at the bureau when they were advised of an active shooting in the Santa Clarita Station area. He and several 
members were loaded onto Air-5 and transported to the scene. En route they were briefed that an ATF 
Agent had been shot during the service of a search warrant. The suspect was possibly armed with a high 
powered rifle and possible rocket launcher. He said one of the SEB officers was in contact with someone 
at the scene and gunfire could be heard over the radio. After arriving at the command post they were 
transported to the shooting scene in the back of Deputy Gallego’s pickup. 


They self deployed after arriving at the shooting scene due to the number of SEB personnel 
immediately available. He deployed, as part of an arrest team, to a house two doors east of the suspects 
residence and recalls a long rifle team being deployed to a house directly across the street from the 
suspects residence. From his, Moore's, vantage point in an open garage he did not have a direct view of 
the suspects residence but could see other officers seeking cover behind vehicles in the street. 


When he arrived in the garage he was briefed by a SCV Deputy, who was already in the garage, 
about what had transpired up to that point. He was told that an ATF agent had been shot during the service 
of a search warrant at the suspects residence. ATF had requested assistance after the suspect barricaded 
himself inside his residence and became an active shooter, resulting in a gunfight with agents. It was later 
determine d that no agent had been shot but an assisting SCV motor officer had been shot п the head and 
transported to the hospital. Moore heard that there were three ATF agents presently pinned down along the 
west perimeter fence of the suspects residence and possibly one near the northeast corner. Moore said he 
heard an exchange of gunfire 3-5 shots either from the suspects residence to the house directly across the 
street from it or the other way around. 


Moore said the suspect had the high ground advantage and they were trying to formulate a plan to 
rescue the trapped agents. They were waiting for the arrival of the armored response vehicle and deploying 
other personnel to positions of containment around the suspects location. He said they set their containment 
positions farther back than normal because of the suspects high powered rifle. Some of the SEB 
containment personnel were armed with “gas set ups” and they were advised to be prepared as a 
diversionary tactic. They also had been briefed that the suspect may possibly have a gas mask, several 
thousand rounds of ammo and several high powered rifles in his possession. One of the ATF agents had 
been in telephone contact with the suspect who had said he was prepared to do battle until the end. Moore 
heard the long rifle team request long rifles with scopes. He heard over the radio hot gas being ordered into 

— > 
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the back of the suspects residence. An additional supply of gas was requested and was delivered by the 
ARV. The trapped agents were rescued from along the west perimeter. He heard more hot gas ordered into 
the suspects residence. Moore added that as the first gas was introduced into the house he heard gunfire 
from inside the suspects residence and additional gunfire after the second round of gas was fired. After the 
residence started burning he heard additional shots from inside the suspects location some of which 
sounded “placed” and others could have detonated by the heat from the fire. He overheard personnel at the 
rear of the suspects residence report they could see the suspect and then there was an exchange of gunfire. 


Moore added when he first arrived at the scene, two doors east of the suspects residence, he saw 
numerous shell casings of varying calibers, two 9mm Berettas, and other ballistics evidence lying in the 
driveway. He also saw large pool of blood оп the roadway and numerous bullet holes in the residence next 
to the suspects. When the second story of the suspects residence fell he thought he heard a car starting in 
the garage. He saw the garage door open and then close which may have been due to an electric short. He 
also heard additional shots, which he thought were small caliber, being fired from within the suspects 
residence. They remained on scene until the fire was extinguished and then did a sweep of the remains. He 
could add nothing further. 


On 09-01-01 an autopsy was conducted on Deputy Kuredjian, by Dr. Riley, at the Los Angeles County 
Coroners Office. One gunshot wound was observed approximately 1" above the right eye and an 
approximate 11/2 horizonta! laceration was observed between the wound and the eyebrow. The trajectory 
of the wound was right to left, downward, and slightly back to front. It was the consensus of Dr. Riley, Dr. 
Sherry and Dr. Ortiz that the wound was caused by a high powered rifle. F or a more complete and detailed 
description of the actions and observations of Dr. Riley refer to his attached report. Two small copper 
jacketed fragments and minute lead particles were recovered from Кигеајіап'ѕ head. 


The gunshot wound was attributed to be the cause of death. 


On 09-01-01 at approximately 1700 hours investigators interviewed) @ 
supervisor of the АТЕ'ѕ Special Response Team at LASD Homicide Bureau. Не stated he was not part of 
the task force who had served the search warrant at the Beck residence. He said he first became of aware 
of it while en route to work the morning the warrant was served. He received a phone call from another agent 
in his office, altoid him about the search warrant and shooting in Stevenson Ranch. 

was told to call up his sniper and had been advised to respond to the shooting scene by their SAC 
in Sacramento. 


received the call. He arrived at the scene between 0900-0915 hours. En-route he contacte: ма 
cell phone, who was at the scene of the shooting to be briefed about what was happening. aid 
И stressed and said they were pinned down | У ТП during the service of 
a search warrant they received gunfire from the suspect who was inside the location, refusing to come out. 


Г ::-- he was not far from Stevenson Ranch, 118-Freeway and the coll when he 


б ЁЁ that when ће first arrived at the intersection of Poe Street апа Brooks Circle, ће did 
not hear any gunshots. He located со -7/ Т were а taking 
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cover behind а vehicle, received a more thorough briefing about what had happened and while 
being briefed he overheard Agent ЩЕ ttempting to negotiate with the suspect over a се phone. The 
cell phone Шол СШ was going weak о о the suspect ће would са! him back 
ona different phone. ОИЕ сг: inside of a residence and called the suspect back МИ 
was not making any progress with the suspect so he told the suspect that his Г supervisor was 
present and the suspect asked to speak to him. 


|_____ AQ to the suspect for approximately five minutes and during that time he asked the 
suspect how he would like to resolve this situation without anyone else getting hurt. EEE said the 
suspect said he was sorry for hurting the deputy and soon oc the suspect it was nice 
of him to say that but again asked him how he wanted to resolve this so they could have a 
successful conclusion. The suspect replied, “I’m not going on death row, there ain’t no way that 
you аге going to get me on death row” ИИ она the suspect that the condition of the deputy 
and agent were unknown at this time and the situation could change, not making it a death row 
case. The suspect then told You can bring on the ATF Swat Team, Los Angeles SEB and 
their armored car”. He also said that he had 50,000 rounds of ammunition, and guns and a gas 
mask and flak jacket. He also said “if you are going to come in my house you are going to have 
to pay for it”. He then said, “If you think Waco was bad I’m going to make that look like child’s 
play”. И told the suspect that it did not appear that he wanted to resolve this incident 
without a conflict. The suspect told that he was absolutely right and “you are going to 
have to pay to come into my house” and then hung up the phone. 


During the conversation with Beck, Йе: a loud “bang” possibly a flash bang, and then 
shortly afterward another “bang” which sounded more like unfire. Beck | was gunfire but 
ВНШ: 20 that Beck may have been “playing comes” Mic that during the conversation with 
Beck that Beck really wasn’t belligerent butitwas obvious that Beck had his mind set on seeing this through 
his (Becks) way. 


said that from his vantage point in the house talking on the telephone with the suspect he 

could see an LASD SEB Lieutenant on the corner of Poe Street and Brooks Circle. He could also see SEB 
officers working their way up the street towards the suspects residence. И left his location and 
contacted the Lieutenant and briefed him on the above phone conversation аа the Lieutenant 
was very busy giving orders, talking on the radio, and another officer was talking to him at the same time. 
is unsure if the Lieutenant heard everything or not А aid he told him that Beck said that if 

we wentto get him we were going to have to pay a price for t КО that Beck also told him that 


he was tired of ATF harassing him. aid his impression of Beck was that Beck was heavily armed 
and fortified and not coming out. 


The LASD Lieutenant told НИ that the Sheriff's were going to take over the incident now 
because we had SWAT at the location and in place. He also said that the incident was now possibly a 
homicide investigation and at least a ADW on a police и т ИИ а no problem 


РА 
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turning the situation over to the Sheriffs because he did not have any of his personnel there and he 
acquiesced any further involvement. 


| Ёї that if ATF had expected a problem that АТЕ'$ Special Response Team would have 
executed the warrant. He said that ATF has developed “distinct characteristic criteria” profile format that they 
use to decide whether or not SRT should be called to serve the warrant. aid that typically if they 
felt this would end in an armed dispute they would have called SRT. aid that there would have been 


approximately 20 SRT officers present. He also added that ATF has basically the same equipment/assets 
that LASD SEB has. 


Г he heard additional gunfire after LASD SWAT arrived ИИ remained on scene 
until approximately 1900 hours. He could add nothing further. 


On 09-04-01 at approximately 0930 hours an autopsy was performed by Dr. Golden on the remains 
of Suspect Beck at the Los Angeles County Coroner's Office. DDA Doug Pattillo was present representing 
the ОА'5 Office Officer Involved Shooting Roll Out Team. The victim's remains consisted only of a badly 
burned/charred torso. The victim's extremities (arms, legs and head) were never recovered due to being 
consumed by the intense heat of the fire. Due to the condition of the victim's remains, a cause of death could 
not be determined at the time of the autopsy. For a more complete and detailed description of the victims 
remains see the attached report by Dr. Golden. 


On 09-05-01 at approximately 0910 hours Sergeant Gallatin interviewed] 
f the U.S. Marshall's Office, L.A. Central, at the Homicide office Е = о he was assigned 
a case on August 20, 2001 by his supervisor wherein a James Beck was allegedly impersonating a U.S. 
Marshall. The allegation originated from E U had called the Marshall's Office inquiring about the 
validity of Beck’s claims. 


The initial inquiry У елес that Beck was a convicted felon and not a Marshall. The week 
before the service of the search warrant interviewed | ol Beck in the Stevenson Ranch 
area. He learned that Beck had displayed a badge, which did not appear authentic, to Е Ш other 

had seen him with a handgun. Оп one of the occasions Beck had removed а har:dgun from his 
waistband and made a comment about what a tough grind it was to be a Marshall. 


Based on his investigation И cia not believe he had a good impersonating case against 
Beck because he had not used the title/position for benefit. He felt he had more of a gun case so he 
contacted ATF Agen who he knew, and advised him of his investigation, сате to his 
office on the Tuesday before the search warrant and after hearing the facts said he was interested in the 
case. The day before the search warrant was served атс И с ес their investigation with 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Sally Milock. She said the name Beck sounded familiar to her and she produced а 
case file where ATF aa е him approximately one year ago пи 


ап ос not aware of the prior case until that те. 


65 
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г sea the information пайа. furnished and the facts in the prior case for probable 
cause to secure the search warrant in this incident. The search warrant was signed on 08-30-01 by U.S. 
Magistrate Games. 


ATF Agent ГГ in charge of the operation (service of the search warrant) and 
arrangements were made for ATF Agents and U.S. Marshals to meet 5 0600 hours 08-31-01. They met 


at a location approximately 2 miles from the suspects residence. aid a very thorough briefing was 
conducted by ATF Agent read their pursuit policy, use of force policy and their 
contingency plans should something go wrong. aid his belief was that should the location “go hot” 


they would safely pull back and await their SWAT arrival. He added the Operations Plans was clearly laid 
out but he would have to review them to recall all of them. He does recall the fact the suspect may have 
automatic weapons and body armor was briefed. It was also briefed that during the year earlier search 
warrant the suspect had been cooperative to the point of tying up his police dog. He said that he was not 
“privy” to the АТР'5 information on the first warrant. 


| - с that he and his partner were present only for perimeter containment and for the 
purpose of looking for evidence relevant to the suspect impersonating a U. S. Marshall. 


said that = requested assistance {тот the Sheriffs Department for uniform 
appearance only. He said that when the deputies arrived Г ес them but he did not over hear ће 
conversation. The deputies were at the location 10-15 minutes before they all responded to the suspects 
location. aid two agents started surveilling the suspects residence at approximately 0630 hours. 
He said there was no pre-determined time to serve the warrant. Approximately 5 minutes before the warrant 
service was attempted they were advised by [to respond/caravan to the suspects location. 


He said he was driving a green Jeep Cherokee and parked in front of a Ford Explorer one driveway 
east of the suspects location. His assignment was to cover the left rear (south east) corner of the suspects 
tesidence. He and an ATF Agent covered that area from the rear yard of the suspects next door neighbor. 

оока position in the far right hand (south west) corner of the neighboring yard, behind the block 
wall fence and his partner took cover behind an air conditioning unit closer to the house. The Marshall's 
officers were paired with an ATF agent for radio communication. He believes there were six or seven 
officers assigned to the entry team. They were armed with handguns, MP-5's, and a AR-15 and were 
wearing clearly marked uniforms. From his position he heard verbal commands being made to the suspect 
and also heard the Deputy making announcements over the public address system. The deputy stated, “Mr. 
James Beck „ни < have а search warrant for you, please come out with your hands 
up”. 
| ЕУ a female run from the suspects residence and she was placed in a radio car. He 


believes this was before any shots were fired. He did recall the shots were fired sometime after the deputy 
made the p/a announcements. He said he did not have a view of the front of the suspects house nor could 


he hear everything being said eard agents attempting to breach the front door of the suspects 

residence. Prior to any shots being fired ам Beck moving around on the bottom floor of his house 

in a room near his location чн his partner that Beck was in the back moving around. He said 
ре 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Beck turned and looked at him and said, “that’s right I'm in the back mother (ce н he did 
not see any weapons in Beck's hands at that time. Beck moved away from view as he 

heard the ram hitting the front door. He heard the ram strike the door 5-6 times and a “couple 
seconds later” he heard a “popping sound” but at first it did not register with him as being a gunshot. He first 
thought it was possibly a flash bang but soon realized it was to quiet for that. He believes the “popping 
sound” came from inside the residence. A few more seconds went by and he heard a “few more pops” but 
is not sure where they originated from. 


г ЁЁ ће could not hear any radio traffic as his ATF partner was approximately 20' away and 
was the only one with a radio. Shortly after the second volley of shots he heard automatic weapon (s) fire. 
He said the automatic weapon fire sounded like it was being fired out of an open window and not being 
contained within the house. He thought the suspect was either outside or firing out of an upstairs window. 
He said the shots were real loud and sounded like they were possibly from an AK-47. ATF returned fire at 
the suspect and the exchange lasted approximately 15 seconds. He said there was sporadic gunfire 
consisting of handguns, automatic weapons, shotgun and flash bangs after that i he sought 
cover behind the wall, for approximately 10-15 minutes, when the automatic gunfire started. He said he 
relocated to the north east corner of the residence (suspects neighbors) because he felt unsafe and 
remained there until SEB’s arrival. Neither he nor his partner fired any shots because of their poor angle to 
the suspects residence. He said they were in the rear yard for approximately 45 minutes before being 
relieved by SEB. 


ИШ. that prior to changing cover positions he observed the east side second story 
windows of the suspects residence being shattered by gunfire and he is not sure if the gunfire was inside 
out, outside in, or a combination of both. He said he was struck in the upper lip by flying broken glass. | 
observed an approximate 1/4" laceration on his upper lip. 


ШИШ. he never saw the suspect ге any shots and did not realize anyone had been shot until 
relieved by SEB. He was moved to the command post and was not at the scene when the tear gas was 
introduced and the house starting burning. 


On 09-10-01 Sergeant Gallatin contacted И: с returned personal items she had requested 
ie: cell phone charger,’BMW’ pocket knife, and vehicle insurance papers. She said that she was in the 
United States on a student visa and was not planning on marrying the suspect to obtain her green card. She 
said she fully trusted and believed in him and all her personal belongings were destroyed in the fire. She 
added that on the morning of the shooting when Beck returned from checking on why their dog was barking 
he may have said something about the police being downstairs. She said she could not believe that he was 
telling her to get dressed and get out because she trusted him so much. She said all she had time to do was 
get dressed and pick up the two framed photos, from her night stand, that was in her purse when she exited 
the house. 


On 09-13-01 И 225 Nissan Sentra California Lic. Ва released to her at 
Pitchess Honor Ranch. Release form was obtained. 


BÀ 
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Оп 09-19-01 at approximately 1158 hours Sergeant Gallatin and Sergeant Porlier, from IAB, 
interviewed Deputy Felipe G. Diaz a АЕ. Blue Team, back up scout, at SEB. He said he had just 
returned from a call out in Antelope Valley Station. He was advised there was an active shooter in the Santa 
Clarita Valley Station area. He gathered up several long rifles, 308 caliber with scopes, and two M-60's and 
waited to be transported to the scene via Air-5. 


En route they were advised that there was an active shooter at the scene. ATF agents had attempted 
to serve a search warrant and the suspect refused to come out and started shooting at the agents. An agent 
and possibly a deputy sheriff had been shot and were down. The suspect was possibly armed with high 
powered rifles, with scopes, automatic weapons, armored vests, and gas masks. 


Upon arrival Diaz was transported to the shooting scene in the ARV with the grey team. When they 
arrived at the target street he and Deputy Ruiz delivered two scoped rifles to a long rifle team, Deputies 
Giandomenico and Levine, who were positioned in the residence directly across the street from the suspects 
location. Diaz returned to the ARV and met with the grey team. He was advised they were going to rescue 
3 ATF Agents who were pinned down behind a vehicle. He added that up to this time he had not heard any 
gunshots fired by anyone. 


SEB containment team #3 requested additional hot gas and he delivered it in the ARV. Tear gas was 
being introduced into the suspects residence as they left and were ef acting the rescue of the three agents. 
The agents were transported to the command post and Diaz drove the ARV back to the scene and saw that 
the suspects residence was burning. He positioned the ARV in the street at the 1-2 corner (north west) of 
the suspects residence. He had the SEB Black Team in the ARV at that time. He could hear gunshots, 
possibly from the suspect, or possibly from ammo being set off due to the heat of the fire. Diaz heard over 
the radio that deputies at the rear of the suspects residence were exchanging gunfire with the suspect. 


Diaz said from his position at the 1-2 corner of the suspects residence he could see a large pool of 
blood on the street, near a Burgandy SUV. He also saw several shell casings and other ballistic evidence 
ie: Beretta 9mm, a .45 caliber lying in the driveway and street by the residence one door east of the 
suspects. Diaz said that at no time while he was at the scene did he observe any officers firing their 
weapons. 
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